The Superpowers and the Middle East
military defense of the area. Thus the Soviet Union regarded
Turkey's membership of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) and, Ipso facto its extension to the Middle East with
grave misgivings and branded Turkey as "a base for Western
aggression". But the effect of such attacks was to make Turkey
more apprehensive about Soviet designs and to drive her further
into the Western alliance.
the birth of israel
After the end of the Second World War, a powerful nationalist
upsurge swept through the Arab countries. The United. States
sympathized with the Arab nationalist aspirations and attempted
to reach an accord with the Arab states with a view to building up
positions of strength in the Middle East against the threat of
Soviet external aggression or internal subversion. But these efforts
were largely frustrated as a result of Arab, hostility towards the
United States on account of the active role played by her in the
creation of the state of Israel which was regarded hy the Arabs
as a foreign intrusion into their land and a future threat to their
territories. As a matter of fact, American support lor the estab-
tififanent of Israel8 was largely responsible for alienating Arab
sympathy for tbe United States.
" In 1947, the IMted Sates aioag with tbe Soviet Union played
a leading role in securing approval of the UJN. General Assembly
8 According to Professor Hans L Morgenthau, "the creation of the
State of Israel was not tbe result of a positive act by the West favouring
sodi & State, but of two embarrassments which could be most conveni-
ently ctinunated by allowing It to come into existence: (a) the breakdown
o€ British nrte due to the activities of the Israeli underground, and (b)
the existence of a couple of hundred thousand Jews whom Hitler had
not gotten anxmd to exterminating and whom nobody wanted as perman-
ent residents". Hans J. Motgenthau, "Hie U.& and fee Mid-East", The
New Lce&r. 19 June 1*67. o. 4. .

